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ADVERTISEMENT. 

I  • 


In  the  preface  to  a  former  edition  of  this  work, 
I  ingenuoufly  acknowledged  my  defign  of  giving 
information  to  perfons  not  of  the  medical  pro- 
feflion.  I  might  indeed  have  imitated  all  the  late 
publifhers  on  the  venereal  difeafe,  by  addreffing 
the  felf  fame  clafs  of  readers  through  the  medium 
of  my  brethren,  whole  practice  I  might  have  found 
fault  with,  and  whofe  theories  I  might  have  ex¬ 
amined  with  an  air  of  importance  very  favoura¬ 
ble  to  my  view  of  being  thought  fuperior  to  their 
common-place  notions.  I  might  alfo  have  extend¬ 
ed  my  labours  to  the  fplendid  dimenfions  of  a 
quarto  volume*,  or,  by  two  in  oflavo,  fhewn  my 
contempt  for  literary  fmall  ware .  But  when  I 
am  aware,  that  the  publications  on  this  fubjefi, 
palling  in  daily  fucceflion  under  our  notice,  ac¬ 
tually  differ  from  each  other  only  in  wordsy  and 
neither  have,  nor  (in  many  cafes  I  fear)  are  in¬ 
tended  to  convey  any  thing  beyond  the  parade  of 

%  »"  i 

*  I  have  no  intention  of  applying  this  remark  to  the 
late  Mr.  Hunter’s  work,  which  is  the  only  one  that  has 
added  any  thing  veto  to  our  knowledge  of  the  venereal  dif¬ 
eafe,  fince  the  elaborate  writings  of  Astruc. 


•I 

1 

authorffiip,  I  cannot  help  preferring  the  tafk  of 
inftru&ing  thofe  whom  I  know  to  be  uninformec, 
or,  what  is  of  yet  more  confequence,  mifinformed, 
as  to  the  nature  of  a  clifeafe  too  common  among 
young  perfons. 

With  this  view,  I  have  adhered  to  the  fimple 
plan  with  which  I  fet  out  ;  merely  altering  fuch 
parts,  as,  from  my  own  obfervation  or  the  friendly 
hints  of  others,  .1  have  found  amifs,  and  affixing 
a  few  remarks  on  Strictures  of  the  Urethra ,  a 
difeafe  under  which  many  labour,  and  one  in 
which  a  patient’s  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  his 
own  cafe ,  is  as  likely  to  be  of  ufe  to  him,  as  any 
within  the  range  of  medical  inquiry. 

;; 

An  explanation  of  this  fort,  fince  it  applies 
lefs  to  thofe  for  whom  I  have  profeffedly  written, 
than  to  others,  may  poffibly  be  thought  fuper-* 
fluous ;  but  the  work,  inconfiderable  as  it  is, 
having  found  it’s  way  into  many  medical  hands,  I 
have  thought  a  more  explicit  avowal  of  my  mo¬ 
tives  neceffary. 

W.  H. 
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Origin  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe . 

The  fudden  appearance  in  Europe,  of  a 
difeafe,  fo  extraordinary  and  formidable  as 
the  Venereal  Difeafe,  it  is  natural  to  fuppofe, 
produced  an  infinite  variety,  and  an  almoft 
ludicrous  contrariety  of  opinions  as  to  it’s 
nature  and  origin.  Till  it’s  true  hiflory  be¬ 
came  fomewhat  developed,  it  was  named,  as 
might  be  expefted,  from  that  quarter  whence 
it  was  fuppofed  to  have  been  imported,  and 
hence  was  called  the  French  difeafe,  the 
Neapolitan  difeafe,  the  Spanijh  pox,  &c. 
but  a  more  minute  invelligation,  (hewing 
the  injuftice  of  attributing  it’s  produ&ion  to 
any  one  of  the  nations  alluded  to,  at  length 
brought  into  ufe  the  more  general  name  of 

Lues  Venerea*. 

•» 

*  At  a  very  early  period  in  England,  this  difeafe  was 
called  a  brenning ,  or  burning.  Turner  quotes  a  re¬ 
ceipt,  written  three  hundred  years  ago,  for  a  “  Brenning 
of  the  Pyntyl From  him  are  tranfcribed  the  following 
part3  of  an  ancient  record  of  the  Court  Leet  in  the  bo¬ 
rough  of  Southwark,  when  public  (lews  or  brothel- 
houfes  were  permitted,  within  the  manor,  and  under 
the  jurifdi£tion  of  the  Bifhop  of  Winchefter.  The  laft 
of  thefe  articles,  being  moft  to  our  purpofe,  fhall  take 
the  lead  : — 

I  tf.m  —  “  That  no  flewholder  keep  any  woman  within 
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As  to  it’s  antiquity,  opinions  are  without 
number.  It  has  been  dated  by  Tome  authors 
as  far  back  as  five  centuries ;  others  have 
fuppofed  it  almofi  coeval  with  man;  whilfi: 
a  much  greater  body  of  writers  have  main¬ 
tained,  that  Chriftopher  Columbus  conferred 
this  favour  on  his  country  and  all  Europe, 
as  one  of  the  happy  confequences  of  his 
tranfatlantic  difcoveries,  about  the  years 
1493,  or  1494*. 

his  houfe  that  hath  any  fichiejs  of  brenning,  but  that  fhe 
be  put  out,  upon  pain  of  making  a  fyne  unto  the  Lord 
of  C  {hillings.” 

Item — u  The  women  that  be  at  common  bordel  to 
be  l'een  every  day  what  they  be ;  and  a  woman  that  liveth 
by  her  body  to  come  and  goe  where  fhe  lift,  only,  accord¬ 
ing  to  ancient  cuftom,  ftie  fhall  pay  every  week  xiv 
pence  for  her  chamber.”  ' 

Item — “  If  any  woman  of  the  bordel  let  any  man  of 
his  way,  but  lit  ftill  at  thq  door,  and  let  them  go  or  come, 
and  chofe  wider  they  wo| ;  or  if  they  draw  any  man  by 
his  gown,  or  by  his  hood,  or  by  any  odir  thing,  fhe 
fhall  make  a  fyne  unto  the  Lord  of  xx  fhillings.” 

Item — “That  if  any  woman  living  by  her  body  take 
any  moneys  to  lye  with  a  man,  and  fhall  not  lye  with  him 
till  the  morrow,  (he  fhall  make  a  fyne  of  Vi  lhillings  and 

Yin  pence.”  ' 

The  fingularity  of  thefe  latter  articles,  will,  no  doubt, 
induce  the  reader  to  excufe  their  being  added. 

*  “  Novum  morbi  genus  anno  falutis  nonagefimo  fexto 
fupra  mille  quadringentos  a  Chriftiana  falute,  non  folum 
I  tali  am,  fed  fere  totam  Europam,  irrepfit.  Hoc  ab  Hif- 
pania  incipiens,  per  Italiam  ipfam  primum,  turn  Galliam, 
caeterafque  Europae  provincias  late  diffufum,  mortales 
quamplurimos  occupavit.”  Benivenius,  cap.  1. 
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It  is  neither  very  poflible,  nor  very  ma¬ 
terial  to  mankind,  that  this  point  lhould  be 
decided ;  yet  a  very  concife  outline  of  the 
various  conjectures,  relative  to  the  phceno- 
mena  of  the  difeafe  and  it’s  fuppofed  caufes, 
fet  forth  in  the  numerous  treadles  which  ap¬ 
peared  at  that  early  period,  may  prove  nei¬ 
ther  ufelefs  nor  unamufing. 

In  attempting  to  account  for  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  fo  11  range  and  untoward  a  vifitor, 
it  is  not  furprifmg,  that  the  earlieft  con- 
jedlures  fhould  be  founded  in  fuperltition. 
Thus,  by  prieffs,  it  was  declared  a  peculiar 
mark  of  Gods  difpleafure,  and  by  aftrolo- 
gers,  to  have  been  the  refult  of  a  criminal 
converfation  between  Mars  and  Venus.  But 
phyficians,  feeking  only  for  natural  caufes, 
attributed  it  to  a  peculiar  indifpolition  of 
the  air. 

When  it’s  communication,  however,  by  an 
irregular  commerce  between  the  [exes  became 
more  accurately  noticed,  and  that  it  exifted, 
almoft  exclufively,  amongft  the  moll  pro¬ 
fligate  of  both,  whilft  difcreet  and  continent 
perfons  remained  free  from  it,  thefe  vague 
opinions  gave  way  to  an  idea,  not  lefs  un¬ 
founded,  though  fomewhat  more  credible, 
that  itarofe  from  an  unbounded  indulgence 
in  venereal  pleafures,  which,  with  the  help 
of  local  uncleanlinefs  in  the  parties,  as  it 
were  engendered  the  difeafe.  But  attentive 
obfervation,  and  the  gradual  knowledge  of 


4 


IN  SOME  CASES 


faCls,  at  length  convinced  medical  enqui¬ 
rers,  that  it’s  nature  was  purely  infectious, 
and  that  the  communication  of  it  depend¬ 
ed  upon  aftual  contaft  alone*. 

Such  then  it  is  known  to  be  in  the  prefent 
day,  and  confidering  the  variety  and  peculi¬ 
arity  of  it’s  phcenomena,  of  which  we  (hall 
have  occafion  to  fpeak  hereafter,  it  is  hardly 
wonderful  that  the  knowledge  we  have  ac¬ 
quired  of  it,  imperfect  as  that  knowledge  is, 
(liould  neverthelefs  have  been  the  work  of 
many  ages. 

/  .  t  ■ 


Whether  the  Venereal  Difeafe  be  not  in  Jome 
instances  incurable. 

Formidable  as  we  may  confider  the  Vene¬ 
real  Difeafe,  there  are  few,  if  any,  inflances 

*  Some  of  the  arguments,  with  which  this  do£trine 
was  combated,  are  not  a  little  laughable  ;  and  fuch  per¬ 
haps  will  be  deemed  the  grave,  and,  as  he  thought,  mod 
incontrovertible  evidence  brought  by  Victor ius,  an 
Italian  writer  de  Morbo  Gallicoy  in  the  year  1551  •  He 
fays,  he  is  “  firmly  perfuaded,that  infeftion  is  not  ablo- 
lutely  neceffary  for  producing  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  but 
that  the Jlate  of  the  air ,  together  with  that  of  the  putrid 
humours,  is  fufficient.”  He  then  proves  this  by  avert¬ 
ing,  that  he  knew  “  fome  honejl  and  religious  Nuns, 
who  were  confined  in  the  flri&ell:  manner,  unfortunate¬ 
ly  contract  the  Venereal  Difeafe  from  a  peculiar  {late  of 
the  air,  together  with  that  of  the  putrid  humours,  and 
the  weaknefs  of  their  habit  of  body.” 
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of  it’s  being  incurable.  If  the  patient  has 
bodily  ftrength,  and  a  conftitution  not  averfe 
to  the  cuftomary  aftion  of  mercury;  if  the 
difeafe  appear  in  a  pure  hate,  and  uncom¬ 
bined  with  any  pre-exifting  affeftion  of  the 
habit;  and  efpeciaLly  if  an  early  attention  be 

f?aid  to  the  fymptoms  that  occur;  there  is 
carcely  one  in  the  catalogue  of  human  dif- 
eafes,  on  the  poflibility  of  curing  which  we 
can  more  pofitively  decide.  All  the  cafes 
faid  to  have  been  venereal,  and  which  have 
terminated  fatally  in  certain  inftances,  have, 
in  reality,  been  of  a  nature  totally  different 
from  a  true  Lues,  although  they  may  have 
originated  in  it.  In  thefe,  the  mod  trouble  - 
fome,  tedious,  unmanageable,  and  diftrefling 
fymptoms  frequently  occur,  fo  as  equally 
to  exhauft  the  patient  and  the  furgeon.  A 
fatal  termination  however  feldom  occurs. 
Though  the  firft  courfe  of  mercury  fail, 
and  a  fecond,  and  a  third,  have  no  better 
fuccefs ;  yet,  if  the  patient  has  fortitude, 
and  repeats  the  trial,  allowing  proper  inter¬ 
vals  and  employing  proper  remedies  to  fup- 
port  his  ftrength,  he,  as  it  were,  ftumbles 
upon  a  cure ;  but  without  the  poflibility  of 
accounting  for  it  upon  any  known  principle, 
or  of  reducing  the  train  of  adverfe  fymp¬ 
toms  that  have  impeded  it,  to  any  exifting 
rule  in  the  medical  art.  Thefe  mixed  fort 
of  cafes  have  certainly  now  and  then  proved 
fatal,  as  well  as  fome  cafes  of  the  true  Lues, 
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where  it’s  progrefs  has  been  uninterrupted 
for  a  great  length  of  time,  and  the  confti- 
tution  reduced  to  fo  low  an  ebb  that  mer¬ 
cury  could  not  be  exhibited  with  any  effeft. 
Such  miferable  inflances,  we  occafionally 
fee,  in  workhoufes  and  other  receptacles  of 
unhappy  and  neglefted  paupers  ;  but  in  fix¬ 
ations  where  the  means  of  early  relief  are 
more  attainable,  we  may  almoft  affert  that 
they  never  occur. 


With  what  difeafes  the  Lues  Venerea  is 
capable  of  being  combined . 

As,  in  the  cafes  already  alluded  to,  the 
appearances  are  anomalous,  and  in  no  re- 
fpeft  fimilar  to  any  particular  defcription 
of  difeafe,  it  is  a  matter  of  no  little  diffi¬ 
culty  even  to  conjefture,  what  are  the  fpe- 
cific  difeafes  with  which  the  Venereal  Lues 
is  capable  of  entering  into  combination.  It 
has  been  conceived,  that,  at  leaf!  three  dif¬ 
eafes  admit  of  this,  to  wit,  fcurvy,  fcrofula, 
and  rheumatifm.  The  former  probably  has 
been  conjeftured,  from  the  refemblance 
which  mixed  venereal  ulcers  commonly 
bear  to  what  is  denominated  the  fcorbu- 
tic  ulcer,  and  likewife  from  certain  appear¬ 
ances  on  the  {kin,  where  fcorbutic  eruptions 
are  fuppofed  to  be  thrown  out,  and  to  un- 
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dergo  an  admixture  with  thofe  of  a  venereal 
nature. 

With  the  fcrofula,  however,  we  may 
fairly  fuppofe  this  union  to  happen.  There 
are  few  people  in  northern  fituations,  whole 
habit  oi  body  does  not  difpofe  them  to 
fcrofula  :  for  though  that  difeafe  is  not  he¬ 
reditary,  as  is  generally  fuppofed,  the  pecu¬ 
liar  texture  of  body  which  is  favourable  to 
it  s  production  on  the  acceilion  of  a  proxi¬ 
mate  caufe,  certainly  is.  Perfons  thus  cir- 
cumftanced,  acquiring  the  venereal  infec¬ 
tion,  are  therefore  liable  to  eftefts  which 
cannot  refult  from  the  difeafe  in  other  con- 
ftitutions  where  there  ex  ills  no  fcrofulous 
tendency.  Mercury  too,  the  foie  remedy- 
in  venereal  cafes,  is,  unfortunately,  a  medi¬ 
cine  to  be  interdicted  in  cafes  of  fcrofula ; 
and  where  it  is  obliged  to  be  adminillered 
copioufly  for  the  cure  of  one  difeafe,  it  has  a 
proportional  effeft,  either  in  producing  the 
other,  or  in  aggravating  it  if  already  exift- 
ing.  Hence  thofe  dreadful  and  protracted 
diieafes  already  fpoken  of,  which,  begin¬ 
ning  in  a  venereal  infection,  are  thought 
fuch,  though  erroneoullv,  to  their  termina¬ 
tion  ;  and  hence  the  unmerited  reputation 
acquired  by  lome  empirical  remedies  in 
their  cure*.  With  thefe  it  may  alfo  be 

*  I  will  take  upon  me  to  fay,  that  no  remedy  in  which 
mercury  does  not  enter  as  a  component  part,  ever  effe&ed 
the  cure  of  a  true  venereal  lues  in  this  country. 
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neceflary  to  mention,  certain  fuppofed  com¬ 
binations  of  the  venereal  with  paralytic,  ta¬ 
bid,  and  other  morbid  affedtions  ;  in  com¬ 
mon  language,  venereal  pallies,  confump- 
tions,  epilepfies,  &c.  the  exigence  of  all 
which,  I  think,  fhould  rather  be  attributed 
to  the  adtion  of  mercury  on  habits  predif- 
pofed  to  thefe  diTeafes. 

With  regard  to  rheumatifm  indeed,  the 
fadl  mu  ft  certainly  be  admitted,  notwith- 
ftanding  it  may  be  faid,  that  the  great  irri¬ 
tability  brought  on  by  a  copious  ufeof  mer¬ 
cury,  is  fimilar  to  that  which  occafions  it 
in  common  inftanees.  Confumptions  arife 
from  fcrofulous  indurations  of  the  mefen- 
teric  glands,  brought  on  by  mercury.  Pa¬ 
ralytic  affedtions,  may  proceed  from  the 
extreme  debility  that  remedy  occafions  in 
the  fyftem,  and  by  its  pernicious  aflion 
upon  the  nerves*. 

In  oppofition  to  this,  however,  I  am 
bound  to  mention  an  inftance,  in  which  a 
gentleman,  in  a  moft  hopelefs  ftate  of  para¬ 
lytic  affedtion  fome  years  ago,  was  perfedfly 
cured  by  rubbing  in  about  twenty  ounces 

*  I  am  inclined  to  think,  that  thefe  effe&s  Jornetlmes 
arife  from  lead ,  with  which  mercury  is  but  too  common¬ 
ly  adulterated.  Though  the  proportion  of  this  pernicious 
metal  may  be  comparatively  fmall,  it  is  the  more  cer¬ 
tainly  abforbed  from  it’s  union  with  the  mercury,  and  the 
diligence  employed  to  make  it  enter  the  (kin.  Crude 
mercury  fhould  never  be  exhibited  in  any  manner  with¬ 
out  previous  purification. 
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of  mercurial  ointment.  But  it  is  poflible 
that  this  difeafe  might  arife  from  preffure 
on  the  brain  or  fpinal  marrow,  by  fome  col- 
lefted  fluid,  or  by  fome  venereal  node  or 
exoftofis  fhooting  from  the  inner  table  of 
the  fkull,  which  may  in  like  manner  account 
for  the  epilepfies  with  which  venereal  pati¬ 
ents  have  fometimes  been  attacked.  The 
aftion  of  mercury  in  thefe  cafes  would  prove 
falutary,  by  it’s  immediate  effedt  of  caufing 
abforption,  and  entirely  removing  thofe  ex¬ 
uberant  parts  which  occafioned  the  pref¬ 
fure*,  and  thus  the  cure  would  certainly  be 
due  to  the  remedy  employed.  But  it  muft 
be  allowed,  that  a  palfy  may  be  produced 
by  other  caufes,  and  that  the  inflance  above 
cited  does  not  at  all  weaken  the  obfervation 
as  far  as  it  applies  to  the  general  fa£i. 


Is  the  employment  of  mercury  neccffary  in 
all  Jlages  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe ,  a.nd  in 
what  quantity  ? 

Mercury  is  undoubtedly  neceffary  in  all 

*  I  fome  time  ago  attended  the  brother  of  a  noble- 
naan  who  had  an  epileptic  attack  in  confequence,  it  is 
probable,  of  an  incipient  corona  veneris .  There  was  an 
external  affe&ion  of  the  bone,  and  as,  in  fuch  cafes,  the 
fkull  is  fometimes  penetrated  through  it’s  whole  fub- 
hance  by  the  difeafe,  the  fit  wras  fairly  referable  to  that 
caufe.  HeTiad  fome  fubfequent  attacks,  but  is  now  in 
perfedt  health. 

c 
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inftances  of  the  infe&ion,  except  the  gonorr¬ 
hoea,  which  is  local,  and  therefore  requi¬ 
ring  only  local  applications.  In  a  clap,  how¬ 
ever,  it  is  pojfible  that  fome  virus  may  enter 
the  fyftem,  and  fuch  is  fometimes  the  cafe 
when  it  has  continued  long  or  been  injudi- 
cioufly  treated.  But  in  all  inftances  where 
an  ulcerated  furface  has  been  formed  by  the 
aftion  of  venereal  virus,  or  where  there  are 
other  unequivocal  figns  of  it’s  abforption 
into  the  circulation,  the  ufe  of  mercury  is 
clearly  indicated,  notwithftanding  the  proofs 
which  now  and  then  occur,  that  a  venereal 
(hanker  may  exift  and  even  occafion  a  bubo 
without  any  contamination  of  the  mafs  of 
blood. 

With  regard  to  the  quantity  of  mercury 
neceflary  and  only  necejfary  to  be  employ¬ 
ed,  it  mud  be  owned,  furgeons  are  very 
much  at  a  lofs,  and  in  their  determination 
can  only  be  a&uated  by  their  experience 
in  correfponding  cafes,  where  a  certain  quan¬ 
tity,  exhibited  during  the  difeafe,  and  for  a 
certain  length  of  time  afterwards,  effefted  a 
permanent  cure.  A  criterion  by  which  to 
decide  when  a  fufficient  quantity  of  mercury 
has  been  adminiftered,  is  the  greateft  of  all 
defiderata.  In  order  to  be  certain  that  we 
have  gained  our  point,  we  are  compelled 
to  go  at  all  times  beyond  it,  and  in  many  in¬ 
ftances,  to  urge  it’s  utmofl  powers  in  cafes* 
where  perhaps  no  real  necefiity  has  exiftecL 
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It  is  not  therefore  furprifing,  that  fuch  ha- 
vock  Ihould  fometimes  be  made  with  the 
human  conflitution,  by  the  ufe  of  a  medi¬ 
cine  of  fuch  extraordinary  power,  when  ad- 
miniftered,  as  we  too  often  fee  it,  by  very 
unfkilful  hands*. 


Whether  the  Venereal  Difeafe  has  abated  of 
it's  violence  Jince  it's  firjl  introduction 
into  Europe . 

It  is  an  opinion  which  has  had  the  fupport 
of  fome  able  advocates,  that  the  Venereal 
Difeafe  is  an  exotic,  brought  into  a  fituation 
not  favourable  to  it’s  growth  and  propaga¬ 
tion,  and  that  it  will,  in  a  courfe  of  years, 
wear  out  and  be  entirely  exterminated.  It 
is  very  natural  to  conclude,  that  thofe  dif* 
eafes  which  are  not  coeval  with  human  ex- 
iftence,  but  which  have  fpontaneoufly  origi¬ 
nated,  will,  in  like  manner,  undergo  a  gra- 

*  There  is  great  reafon  to  fufpeft  that  many  of  the 
very  dreadful,  and  to  us,  unufual  fymptoms,  afcnbed  by 
the  ancients  to  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  really  proceeded 
from  an  abufe  of  mercury.  The  “  Alopecia,  decidentia 
barbze  ac  fuperciliarum,  occulorum  prolapfus,  ungui- 
um  atque  dentium  quoque  excidentia,  fo  commonly 
happening  in  their  time,  are  circumftances  fcarcely  refer¬ 
able  to  any  cafe  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe  as  it  exifts  at 
prefent,  and  feem  more  likely  to  have  arifen  from  faliva- 
tions  violently  excited  and  long  continued. 
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dual  and  fpontaneous  termination.  The 
Venereal  Difeafe  therefore  may  be  fuppofed 
at  leaft  equally  as  likely  to  come  to  an  end 
as  other  conftituted  things  in  the  natural 
world,  which  are  undergoing  a  continual, 
but  imperceptible  change.  We  are  certain 
that  new  difeafes  are  produced,  and  what 
would  become  of  mankind  if  their  abate¬ 
ment  or  ceffation  were  not  in  fome  meafure 
to  keep  pace  with  their  acceflion  ? 

That  this  Difeafe  indeed,  would  one  day 
ceafe  to  fcourge  mankind,  was  a  favourite 
topic  with  fome  writers  early  in  the  16th 
century.  Peter  Maynard  in  particular, 
who  wrote  in  1518,  pofitively  declares, 
(though,  to  be  fure,  only  on  the  evidence  of 
certain  ajlrological  calculations)  that  the 
difeafe  would  laft  no  longer  than  the  year 
1583.  But  within  a  period  of  190  years  after 
him,  nearly  a  fcore  of  writers  gave  their  de¬ 
cided  opinions  in  favour  of  this  hitherto 
unaccomplifhed  extinction  of  the  venereal 
poifon;  and  amongfl:  others,  was  that  mofl 
refpeftable  phyfician  of  our  own  country, 
Sydenham. 

We  may  alfo  trace  Astruc’s  opinion  of 
this  matter  in  the  following  paffage  from 
book  ii,  chap.  1,  of  histreatife: — “  Some¬ 
thing  like  this  might  perhaps  have  been  obfer - 
ved  at  the  jirji  eruption  of  the  Venereal  Dif¬ 
eafe,  when  the  malignancy  of  it  was  fo  very 
violent” 
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Turner  likewife  fays — “  Thus  much  of 
the  original  of  this  diftemper,  which,  whence- 
foever  at  firft  derived,  is  agreed  on  all  fides 
to  have  abated  very  much  of  its  former  cruel 
fiercenefs,  even  after  the  firfl  ftven  years  of 
it’s  refidence  in  a  different  clime;  infomuch, 
as  we  have  been  told,  that  our  pox  is  but  a 
flea-bite  to  that  of  their’s  whom  it  firjl  vijit - 
ed  ;  which  then  made  more  havock  and  de- 
vaffation  in  a  few  days  than  it  does  now  in 
many  years.” 

Yet  admitting  this  as  poflible,  andthat,in 
European  climates,  the  Venereal  Difeafe 
exhaufls  itfelf,  and  becomes  enfeebled  like 
other  exotics,  {fill  it  is  to  be  fufpe6ied,  that 
we  are  ex  poled  to  a  conftant  renewal  of  it 
in  all  it’s  native  inveteracy,  by  our  commu¬ 
nication  with  that  country  to  which  we  are 
indebted  for  it’s  introduction.  What  effefls 
indeed  may  in  a  courfe  of  time  be  wrought 
on  the  powders  of  the  difeafe  by  the  reiterat¬ 
ed  impreffions  of  mercury  on  the  virus  which 
perpetuates  it,  is  not  eafy  to  fay.  It  is  in 
the  power  of  art  to  obftmet  what  appears  to 
be  the  eftablifhed  courfe  of  Nature  in  many 
known  intlances,  and  to  turn  her  afide  from 
her  own  manifeft  intentions ;  and  poflibly 
the  art  of  medicine  may  have  this  happy 
though  imperceptible  tendency,  fo  as  to 
avert  the  courfe  of  a  fevere  difeafe,  and  at 
length  relieve  man,  in  fome  ftage,  more  or 


14  EXTINCTION  OF  THE,  &C. 

lefs  remote,  of  his  pofterity,  from  it’s  de- 
ftru&ive  ravages. 

Nearly  conne&ed  with  this  fubjeft,  is  an 
opinion  we  often  hear  of,  that  the  Venereal 
Difeafe,  as  it  exifts  at  prefent,  is  not  found 
to  be  equally  violent  in  all  the  countries  of 
Europe.  A  Neapolitan  pox,  for  inftance, 
is  faid  to  be  incurable.  But  there  can  be 
little  ground  for  fuch  a  fuppolition,  which 
may  poflibly  have  arifen  from  the  more  ge¬ 
neral  prevalence  of  fyphilis  in  that  country, 
in  confequence  of  the  countenance  given, 
if  writers  of  travels  into  Italy  are  to  be  cre¬ 
dited,  to  intrigue  and  debauchery.  The  grea¬ 
ter  the  number  of  perfons  infected  with  the 
Venereal  Difeafe,  the  greater  of  courfe  mull 
be  the  proportion  ol  obllinate  and  invete¬ 
rate  cafes  that  occur ;  and  thefe  being  ob- 
ferved  by  travellers,  may  have  led  them  to 
fuppofe  the  difeafe  more  terrible  in  it’s 
effefts  in  that  country  than  in  any  other. 
But  in  fact,  there  feem  to  be  reafons  why  the 
very  reverfe  of  this  fhould  be  the  cafe ;  for 
fcrofula,  which  is  the  moll  common  impedi¬ 
ment  to  the  cure  of  lues  venerea  in  other 
lituations,  is  in  fa  cl  lefs  likely  to  obftruct  it 
in  the  genial  climates  of  Italy. 

I 
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Whether  Gonorrhcea  and  Lues  are  not  di- 

Jlintd  difeafes. 

It  has  been  afferted,  and  maintained  by  a 
variety  of  ingenious  arguments,  that  gonorr¬ 
hcea  and  lues  venerea  do  not  take  their  rife 
from  the  fame,  but  from  different  kinds  of 
virus;  and  that  the  matter  produced  by  one 
difeafe,  is  incapable,  if  feparately  applied ,  of 
producing  the  other. 

The  lateft  advocate  for  this  doftrine  is  an 
ingenious  medical  profeffor  in  Edinburgh, 
and  his  arguments  are  principally  thefe  : 

1  ft,  It  appears,  by  attending  to  the  hiftory 
of  the  Venereal  Difeafe  on  it’s  firft  introduc¬ 
tion  into  Europe,  that  the  lues  venerea  was 
known  many  years  before  the  gonorrhcea, 
as  was  alfo  the  cafe  in  China.  In  the  ifland 
of  Otaheite  the  fame  thing  obtains  at  prefent, 
for  there  the  gonorrhcea  is  unknown^  though 
the  lues  venerea  is  exceedingly  common 
among  the  inhabitants*. 

*  This  is  the  language  held  by  Doctor  Duncan  in  his 
Medical  Commentaries,  (vol.  6.)  but  I  apprehend  it  is  not 
quite  corredt  in  point  of  fadf,  as  I  am  informed  by  my 
frend  Mr.  David  Sam  well,  who  was  furgeon  of 
Captain  Cook's  fh ip  the  Discovery,  that  the  natives, 
of  all  the  newly  difcovered  iflands  that  he  vilited  in  tbe 
South  Seas  had  the  difeafe  in  every  form,  and  in  fadl, 
had  it  before  the  voyages  of  Capt.  Cook  were  even  at¬ 
tempted. — I  am  glad  indeed  of  this, opportunity  of  gra¬ 
tifying  the  zeal  of  my'  ingenious  friend,  in  a  matter 
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2dly,  The  progrefs  and  natural  termina¬ 
tion  of  the  two  difeafes  are  exceedingly 
different;  the  lues  venerea  going  on,  if  unre- 
flrained  by  mercury,  to  a  termination  cer¬ 
tainly  fatal,  whilft  the  other,  after  exifting 
for  a  length  of  time,  admits  of  a  fpontane- 
ous  abatement  of  the  fymptoms,  and  at  laft 
ceafes  entirely. 

grdly,  The  treatment  required  for  the 
cure  of  each  is  effentially  different ;  which 

it  would  not  be  if  both  were  the  effe£ts  of 

✓ 

the  fame  poifon.  We  (hould  by  no  means 
employ  mercurial  friftions,  for  inftance,  in 
curing  a  gonorrhoea ;  nor  fhould  we  prefcribe 
remedies  adapted  for  the  removal  of  the 
latter,  in  a  confirmed  lues. 

To  flrengthen  the  former  of  thefe  argu¬ 
ments  the  authority  of  Sydenham  might  alfo 
be  adduced.  He  afferts  that  the  lues  vene¬ 
rea  had  exifted  for  the  fpace  of  a  whole 

which  fo  nearly  affecfts  the  credit  of  Britiffi  navigators  ; 
and  I  cannot  more  effectually  do  it  than  by  tranfcribing 
a  fupplemcntal  note  in  his  own  hand-writing,  affixed  to 
his  printed  narrative  of  Capt.  Cook’s  death.  It  runs 
thus — <l  Since  the  publication  of  the  foregoing  remarks, 
“  feveral  Engliffi  navigators  have  vifited  the  Sandwich 
iC  Iilands  and  received  from  the  natives  a  full  and  clear 
“  confirmation  of  the  truth  of  my  opinion,  that  the  Ve- 
“  nereal  Difeafe  was  known  among  them  before  they  were 
“  difeovered  by  Captain  Cook.  Thus  far  is  proved 
<c  beyond  a  doubt.  I  alfo  think ,  that  future  enquiries 
<£  wi  11 P  rove  the  fame  malady  to  have  exifted  in  all 
4<  the  South  Sea  iflands,  before  they  were  difeovered  by 
<£  Europeans.” 
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century  before  the  gonorrhoea,  the  fymptoms 
of  which  he  particularly  defcribes.  If  thefe 
fa£is  be  really  as  they  are  reprefented,  they 
fpeak  forcibly  in  behalf  of  the  opinion  that 
gonorrhoea  and  lues  are  diftindl  difeafes. 

But  other  writers,  particularly  Mr.  Hun¬ 
ter,  have  maintained  a  contrary  doftrine ; 
and  as  thefe  have  had  recourfe  to  aftual  ex¬ 
periment  to  prove  their  opinions,  they  de¬ 
mand  no  fmall  (hare  of  our  confidence  on 
that  account.  By  thefe,  it  appears,  that  the 
matter  of  a  gonorrhoea  has  produced  lues, 
and  that  the  virus  taken  from  perfons  affect¬ 
ed  with  lues  has  produced  gonorrhoea. 
Nothing,  one  would  fuppofe,  could  be  more 
decifive  than  this ;  and  yet,  as  any  ftimu- 
lating  matter  introduced  into  the  urethra, 
will  produce  a  difcharge  and  many  of  the 
fymptoms  which  charafterife  gonorrhoea, 
we  may,  I  think,  be  allowed  to  queftion  the 
correftnefs  of  this  decifion,  at  leaft,  in  fome 
of  it’s  parts*. 

,  .  1  „ 

I  :  ,  '  ,  ,  .1  -  .  ^  / 

#  I  attempted  fome  experiments  on  venereal  matter 
by  chemical  analyfis,  but  found  it  impoffible,  011  account 
of  the  very  minute  proportion  it  bears  to  the  fecretions 
which  involve  it,  to  apply,  to  the  virus  itfelf \  any  tejl  v 
.capable  of  afcertaining  it’s  nature. 
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Whether  the  difeafe  can  be  communicated 

otherwife  than  by  the  commerce  of  the 

Many  perfons  fuppofe  the  Venereal  Dif¬ 
eafe  to  be  communicable  by  other  means 
than  aftual  coition,  and  in  this  they  are  not 
miftaken.  An  abfolute  connexion  between 
the  fexes  is  not  necelfary  to  the  produ£lion 
either  of  the  gonorrhoea  or  lues,  but  only 
the  fimpie  application  of  venereal  virus  to 
certain  parts  of  the  body  not  capable  of 
refilling  it’s  aftion. 

The  frnalleft  portion,  applied,  no  matter 
by  what  means*,  to  the  urethra,  will  pro¬ 
duce  a  clap,  as  will  be  noticed  hereafter ; 
and  in  like  manner,  a  fhanker  will  generally 
be  formed,  if  any  part  of  the  body,  that 
is  not  defended  by  the  cuticle  or  outer  fkin, 
be  touched  with  venereal  virus.  Thus  the 
matter  from  a  venereal  ulcer  in  the  mouth 
may  communicate  the  difeafe  by  killing ; 
for  the  lips  not  being  defended  like  the 
more  expofed  parts  of  the  body,  are  capa¬ 
ble,  their  inner  furface  efpecially,  of  being 
afted  upon  by  any  particle  of  virus  that 

*  The  difeafe  has  been  caught  by  matter  received  from 
the  edge  of  a  chamber-pot;  and  Mr.  Hunter  relates  a 
decifive  cafe,  where  a  clap  was  the  confequence  of  going 
to  a  Necelfary  after  an  infected  perfon. 
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may  adhere  to  them  *.  Even  the  common 
fkin  is  fometimes  eroded  by  it,  as  we  very 
frequently  have  occafion  to  fee  on  the  body 
of  the  penis,  where  very  inveterate  fhanker- 
ous  fores  make  their  appearance.  Any  part 
of  the  body  indeed  may  have  fuffered  a  flight 
lofs  of  the  cuticle,  and  in  that  {fate  it  is  ex- 
poled  to  all  the  mifchiefs  of  venereal  conta¬ 
mination  ;  as  are  the  fingers  of  furgeons,  if 
any  flight  fcratch  or  wound  has  been  acci¬ 
dentally  inflifted  on  them.  For  in  thefe  cafes, 
the  fame  procefs  takes  place  as  is  known  to 
fucceed  the  inoculation  of  the  matter  of  the 
fmall-pox  in  the  arm  of  an  infant :  the  virus 
remains  for  fome  days,  a£ling  infenfibly  on 
the  part,  till  at  length  it  is  abforbed  into 
the  circulation  and  produces  the  difeafe. 
When  a  finger  thus  receives  the  infettion, 
a  bubo  in  the  armpit  is  commonly  the  con- 
fequence.  >.;• 


That  Gonorrhcta  nay  take  place  in  other 
parts  of  the  body  bejides  the  urethra . 

‘  til :-r ' :  *  ?  j") ;  ’’OVI  G'TV  *T(0 ffO" 

A  venereal  gonorrhoea  may  certainly  be 
-excited  by  an  application  of  the  virus  to  any 

>  '  ;.*#  w  j  ]  '  »  t  >  \  4  ..it.  ,  *  i  i  l  .U  t 

/ 

#  Children  have  caught  the  difeafe  by  fucking  nurfes 
whofe  nipples  Were  in  a  Hate  of  venereal  ulceration  ;  and 
nurfes  are  liable  to  the  fame  accident  from  the  mouths  of 
infected  infants.  '  "  '' 
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part  of  the  body  whofe  covering  is  of  a 
llra&ure  fimilar  to  the  urethra.  Even  parts 
whofe  furfaces  are  not  ftri&ly  fecrhting  fur- 
faces  are  capable  of  this,  as  the  glans  penis  and 
inner  portion  of  the  prepuce,  which  are  now 
and  then  affe61ed  with  gonorrhoea.  When 
this  happens,  it  iriuft  arife  from  the  gonorr¬ 
hoeal  virus  having  failed  to  attach  itfelf 
to  the  mouth  of  the  urethra :  and  here 
we  may  obferve,  that  if  gonorrhoeal  and 
pocky  matter  were  the  fame,  (hankers  would 
be  produced,  and  not  a  gonorrhoea,  by  it's 
application  to  thefe  parts. 

If  venereal  matter  be  accidentally  applied 
to  the  eyes,  as  by  wiping  them  with  a  foul 
handkerchief,  a  gonorrhoea  will  take  place 
in  them,  and  a  difcharge  of  an  infeftious 
quality,  fimilar  to  that  of  a  clap  from  the 
urethra.  What  other  mucous  coverings  ol 
the  body  are  capable  of  being  affefted  in 
this  way,  does  not  feem  to  have  been  afcer- 
tained  ;  but  it  is  highly  probable,  that  if 
venereal  virus  were  applied  to  any  of  them, 
in  a  fituation  where  it  might  remain  undif- 
turbed  for  a  fufficient  length  of  time,  that  a 
gonorrhoea  would  be  produced*. 

C  '1  •,* .  L I L  V0S  Yf.lU  !  [  t*  'vflO  Y  ‘  ■  f  l  ‘ 

*  The  following  cafes  however  fhew,  that  venereal 
matter  may  be  brought  into  contact  with  mucous  cover¬ 
ings  of  the  body  without  this  confequence. 

“  A  gentleman  had  a  mod  violent  gonorrhoea  in  which 
both  the  inflammation  and  difcharge  were  remarkably 
great.  He  had  alfo  a  chordee  which  was  very  trouble- 
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That  affeftion  of  the  eye  which  is  called 
venereal  Ophthalmy,  and  which  generally 
terminates  in  blindnefs,  is  a  difeafe  concern¬ 
ing  which  authors  have  certainly  fallen  into 
very  great  miftakes.  Swediaur ,  a  writer  of 
fome  ability  in  other  inftances,  afcribes  the  ve¬ 
nereal  Ophthalmy  to  the  retro-pulfion  of  a 
gonorrhoea*  This  a£t  of  retro-pulfion  is 

fome  at  night  when  in  bed.  In  order  to  cool  the  parts  and 
keep  them  clean,  he  had  a  fmall  baton  of  milk  by  the  bed 
lide,  in  which,  when  the  chordee  was  troublefome,  he  got 
up  and  dipped  or  wafhed  the  penis.  This  operation  he 
frequently  repeated  in  the  night.  Under  fuch  com¬ 
plaints  he  allowed  a  young  lady  to  deep  with  him.  Her 
cuftom  was  to  have  a  baton  of  tea  to  drink  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  before  fhe  got  up,  but  unfortunately  for  the  lady,  (he 
one  morning  drank  the  milk  inftead  of  the  tea.  She 
was  vomited,  but  not  till  more  than  eight  hours  after 
drinking  the  milk  and  water,  and  what  came  up  was 
.nothing  but  dime,  mucus,  or  water,  the  milk  being 
digefted.”  Particular  attention  was  paid  in  this  inftance 
for  many  months,  but  nothing  uncommon  happened. 
(Vide  Hunter’s  Treatife,  p.  291.) 

This  is  preceded  by  the  cafe  of  a  boy,  who  dole  a 
cup  of  milk  in  which  fiafikers  had  been  wafhed,  and 
drank  it  with  impunity  ;  and  to  thefe  I  might  add 
a  cale,  fimilar  in  feveral  refpedls,  but  in  which  the 
principal  fa£fs  were  not  to  precifely  afcertained.  I 
would  account  for  the  failure  of  infedlion  in  thefe 
cafes,  by  faying,  that  the  furfaces  over  which  the 
“Venereal  virus  had  to  pafs,  though  of  a  drudlure,  as  one 
would  fuppofe,  perfectly  well  adapted  to  the  purpofes  ol 
•  infe&ion,  were  furfaces  producing  copious  and  rapid  fe- 
cretions,  fo  that  no  particle  of  the  virus  could  find  a  red¬ 
ing  place  any  where,  but  was  hurried  through  the  whole 
alimentary  canal,  and  at  length  evacuated  out  of  the 
body.  It  may  be  confidered  remarkable,  however,  that 
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not  to  be  underftood  ;  and  to  fave  the  dif- 
eafe  fo  long  and  circuitous  a  journey,  I 
ftiould  rather  fuppofe  it^  in  all  cafes,  to  ori¬ 
ginate  in  the  accidental  application  of  ve¬ 
nereal  matter  externally,  and  that  the  ex¬ 
treme  delicacy  and  lenfibility  of  the  part  on 
which  it’s  aftion  is  exerted,  fubjefts  the 
patient  to  thofe  unhappy  confequences, 
which  are  known  to  take  place  before  the 
inflammation  can  be  got  the  better  of.  It 
is  indeed  a  poflible  thing  that  a  particle  of 
venereal  virus,  floating  at  large  in  the  cir¬ 
culating  fyftem,  may  be  depofited  on  the 
eye.  But  the  general  law  of  the  difeafe,  in 
the  progreflive  appearance  of  the  feveral 
fymptoms  which  diftinguifh  it,  forbids  our 
affent  to  the  probability  of  fuch  an  event 
ever  happening. 

it  was  not  abforbed,  along  with  the  nutritious  parts  of 
the  food,  by  the  ladfeals,  and  carried  into  the  blood  ;  a 
circumftance,  which  might  have  expofed  thefe  patients, 
at  lead  to  fimilar  evils,  with  thofe  which  arife  when  the 
virus  is  abforbed  in  the  common  way.  But  the  lacleals 
have  probably  a  difcriminating  quality  which  does  not 
belong  to  the  exernal  abforbents,  and  we  may  confider 
it  as  their  peculiar  character,  to  take  up  only  what  is 
beneficial  and  nutritious  to  the  body.  I  he  difcharge 
from  every  difeafed  part  being  excrementitious  in  it»s 
nature,  there  can  be  little  improbability  in  the  conjedt ure, 
that  the  venereal  matter  was  rejedted  by  the  lacteal s  on 
that  account. 

& 


The  degree  of  virulence  ufually  ejlimated  by 
the  colour  of  the  difcharge  in  a  Go¬ 
norrhoea. 

...  ;  *  /  9 

It  is  a  prevailing  notion  with  patients, 
and  is  fan&ioned  by  the  declarations  of 
moll  writers  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  that 
the  degree  of  virulence  in  a  gonorrhoea  may 
be  decided  on  by  the  different  appearances 
of  the  difcharge  on  the  patient’s  linen.  It  is 
fingular  that  this  fhould  have  been  fo  univer- 
fally  received  as  a  fa&,  fince  it  has  certainly 
no  foundation  in  truth.  The  various  hues 
of  a  gonorrhoeal  difcharge,  from  that  of 
unchanged  mucus  to  a  deep  yellow,  or 
green,  are  to  be  obferved  in  the  matter 
flowing  from  all  other  furfaces  that  have  a 
mucous  covering,  if  they  happen  to  be 
affected  with  inflammation.  It  is  the  degree 
of  inflammation  only  that  is  afcertained  by 
the  greater  or  lefs  colour,  and  not  the  de¬ 
gree  of  venereal  contamination.  The  hand¬ 
kerchief  of  a  perfon  affected  with  catarrh 
will  exhibit  all  the  variety  of  appearances 
that  are  common  in  a  gonorrhoea  ;  and  no¬ 
thing  indeed  is  more  ufual,  than  for  gleets 
of  long  handing,  "where  there  is  decidedly  no 
infedion  exifling,  to  vary  in  colour  accord¬ 
ing  as  the  patient  happens  to  be  irregular  in 
diet,  coftive  in  his  body,  heated  by  too  much 
exercife,  or  affe&ed  with  fymptoms  of  ge-. 
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neral  inflammation  from  accidental  caufes; 
A  diminution  of  colour  in  a  gonorrhoeal 
difcharge,  is  therefore  only  favourable,  info- 
much  as  it  evinces  a  diminution  of  the  in¬ 
flammation  ;  and  thus  far  indeed  it  is  a 
change  of  a  very  definable  nature*  and  much 
to  be  relied  on. 


How  long  the  difcharge  of  a  Gonorrhoea 

remains  infectious. 

It  is  a  natural  tranfition  from  our  Iaft  fub- 
jeft  to  inquire,  how  long  the  running  of  a 
clap  remains  infe&ious  and  capable  of  com¬ 
municating  the  difeafe  to  another  perfon. 
It  is  very  certain,  that  a  gonorrhoeal  dif¬ 
charge  lofes  the  power  of  infection  a  confi- 
derable  time  before  it  entirely  ceafes ;  but, 
to  mark  the  precife  period  when  it  becomes 
bland  and  incapable  of  exciting  the  venereal 
aftion,  is  perhaps  impoflible. 

There  is  reafon  to  believe,  though  we  are 
accuftomed  to  confiderthe  whole  of  what  is 
difcharged  venereal ,  that  only  a  very  minute 
proportion  of  adtual  virus  exifts  in  it.  All 
the  fecretory  organs  of  the  affected  part  be¬ 
ing  ftimulated  to  action  by  the  firfl  particle 
received,  yield  an  abundance  of  mucous 
fluids,  which  mix  with,  and  carry  forward 
the  venereal  matter,  nearly  as  fall  as  it  is 
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formed.  A  popular  writer  on  this  fubjeft 
has  adduced  feveral  inftances  to  prove,  that 
the  power  of  infefting  may  remain  for  a 
long  time  without  the  party’s  knowing  it,  or 
having  any  of  the  ufual  fymptoms.  The 
moll:  lingular  of  thefe,  is  the  cafe  of  a  Mag¬ 
dalen  girl,  who  certainly  retained  the  power 
of  infefting,  though  apparently  cured  of 
her  difeafe,  during  the  whole  period  of  her 
refidence  in  that  humane  receptacle,  (which 
Was  two  years)  and  gave  a  gonorrhoea  to  the 
firft -man  who  had  a  connexion  with  her. 
This  phoenomenon  is  accounted  for  by  fup- 
pofing  the  parts  of  generation  fo  habitua¬ 
ted  to  the  venereal  irritation,  as  no  longer  to 
be  affe&ed  by  it,  or  to  exhibit  any  of  the 
ufual  appearances.  Thefe  fafts  fhew  the 
difficulty,  not  merely  of  afcertaining  when 
a  difcharge  ceafes  to  be  venereal,  but  even 
when  the  patient  has  wholly  got  rid  of  the 
pbwer  of  infe&ing.  Nothing  indeed  but 
aftual  experience,  as  far  as  we  know,  can 
afcertain  it. 


Whether  infeEiion  can  be  communicated  in^ 
the  interval  between  receiving  the  difeafe 
and  the  appearance  of  the  fymptoms . 


It  is  a  queftion  very  frequently  put  to 

furgeons,  and  a  queftion  often  of  very  great 
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confequence,  whether,  in  the  interval  be¬ 
tween  the  contrafling  and  appearance  of 
the  Venereal  Difeafe,  a  connexion  with  a 
found  woman  is  likely  to  prove  hurtful  to 
her.  Married  perfons  are  often  particularly  - 
interefted  in  this  enquiry,  in  which,  how¬ 
ever,  little  more  can  be  faid,  than  that  thofe 
particles  of  virus  which  remain  latent  till 
the  difeafe  appears,  may  certainly  be  parti¬ 
cipated  with  the  latter  woman,  and  thus  the 
infeftion  may  take  place.  Happily  however 
it  much  more  frequently  turns  out,  that  this 
accident  does  not  occur. 


Whether  the  difeafe  can  be  transferred  to  an 

uninfedled  perfon . 

It  is  the  molt  vulgar  of  all  errors,  and  in¬ 
deed  prevalent  with  few,  except  the  mod 
unlettered  of  the 'people,  to  fuppofe,  that  a 
venereal  infeftion  can  be  got  rid  of  by  the 
patient’s  having  a  connexion  with  a  clean 
woman.  An  opinion  fo  prepofterous  indeed 
would  hardly  warrant  a  moment’s  invelliga- 
tion,  were  it  not  that  the  attempt  may  poffi- 
bly,  in  fome  accidental  inftance,  prevent  an 
experiment  equally  cruel,  bafe,  and  unavail¬ 
ing.  It  is  hardly  neceffary  to  infill,  that,  in 
fuch  a  cafe,  the  difeafe  will  be  communicated 
but  not  transferred ;  and  that.an  injury  will 


TRANSFERABLE 


27 


be  infli&ed  without  any  confequences  in 
favour  of  fo  monftrous  a  do&rine.  Women 
however  have  been  known  to  transfer  the 
feeds  of  the  difeafe,  from  themfelves  to  an¬ 
other,  without  any  confcioufnefs  on  their 
part,  of  the  danger  they  have  thereby  ef- 
caped.  A  woman,  for  inftance,  who  has 
recently  received  particles  of  venereal  virus, 
may  have  them  completely  taken  away  by 
her  next  gallant,  and  thus  become  the  medi¬ 
um  of  infeftion,  without  being  at  all  affefted 
with  the  difeafe  herfelf.  This  circumftance 
is  capable  of  reconciling  many  inftances 
where  patients  are  puzzled  to  account  for 
their  being  infefted. 


Suppofed  remedies  for  the  cure  of  Lues  Vene¬ 
rea  without  mercury . 

There  is  reafon  to  believe,  that,  in  fome 
countries  where  the  Venereal  Difeafe  exifts, 
the  cure  of  it  by  the  ufe  of  mercury  is  not 
known.  It  follows  of  courfe,  either  that 
thofe  who  get  the  difeafe  fall  victims  to  it, 
or  elfe  that  they  are  polfeffed  of  remedies 
equally  unknown  to  us,  by  which  they  ob¬ 
tain  a  cure. 

The  American  Indians,  it  is  alferted,  are 
poffelled  of  many  remedies  for  this  purpofe. 
The  natives  of  the  Sandwich  and  other 
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iflands  in  the  South  Seas,  to  whom  the  Ve¬ 
nereal  Difeafe  has  long  been  familiar,  are 
alfo  faid  to  have  methods  of  curing  it  to 
which  Europeans  are  ftrangers,  and  which 
it  would  be  very  delirable  to  obtain  a  know¬ 
ledge  of.  An  ingenious  gentleman  of  the 
medical  profeffion  who  vihted  that  part  of 
the  world,  and  who  had  unfortunately  coif- 
traded  a  gonorrhoea,  made  a  very  laudable 
attempt  to  get  fome  information  on  the  fub- 
jeft  from  the  natives ;  and  with  a  view  of 
doing  it,  as  he  thought,  in  the  moft  effec¬ 
tual  manner,  he  defired  to  become  the  pa¬ 
tient  of  one  of  their  priefls,  who,  by  the  way, 
are  the  only  perfons  there  who  adminifter 
medicine.  The  refult  of  his  application 
however  was  by  no  means  fuccefsful ;  nor 
could  the  wary  praftitioner,  whofe  art 
abounded  with  myfteries  and  fecrets,  be  pre¬ 
vailed  on  to  communicate  any  thing  worthy 
of  notice.  On  that  occafion,  certain  herbs 
were  direded  to  be  boiled,  and  the  (team  re¬ 
ceived  on  the  parts  affefted,  by  the  patient’s 
fitting  on  the  veffel.  This,  it  feems,  is  their 
common  treatment,  and  it  is  very  recon- 
cileable  to  our  own  ideas  of  the  cure  of 
a  gonorrhoea ,  where  any  means  of  abating 
it’s  inflammatory  ftate  are  worthy  of  being 
adopted.  But  we  are  ftill  to  learn  the  in¬ 
ternal  medicine  which  they  muff  of  neceflity 
employ  in  the  cure  of  the  venereal  lues. 

Much  has  been  faid,  by  ancient  writers* 
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of  certain  remedies  with  which  the  vegeta¬ 
ble  kingdom  fupplies  us,  for  the  cure  of  the 
Venereal  Difeafe.  Thefe  are  guaicum,  far- 
faparilla,  china,  bardana,  aconitum,  cicuta, 
mezereon,  &c;  But  the  ample  trials  they 
have  undergone,  have  defervedly  brought 
them  into  difefleem,  when  employed  as  fpe- 
fics  for  the  true  lues ;  though  their  effects, 
as  co-operants  with  mercury,  in  fpurious 
and  mixed  cafes,  are  certainly  to  be  com¬ 
mended. 

Among  other  remedies  that  have  lately 
had  an  extenfive  trial  is  Opium ;  and  I  fear 
it  has  been  at  the  expence  of  fomje  lives, 
that  we  have  acquired  the  knowledge  of  its 
abfolute inefficacy  as  an  antivenereal,  though 
it  is,  no  doubt,  a  powerful  auxiliary  to  mer¬ 
cury.  The  root  of  the  ajlragalus  excapus 
has  alfo  been  adminiflered  in  Germany, 
and  feme  accounts  are  given  of  it’s  ufes ; 
but  the  fuccefs  which  attended  thefe  expe¬ 
riments,  does  not  appear  to  have  been  fufh- 
ciently  uniform,  to  entitle  this  remedy  to  a 
larger  fhare  of  our  confidence,  than  others  of 
tne  vegetable  clafs  whofe  merits  are  already 
decided  on. 


Whether  all  the  preparations  of  Mercury  be 
equally  ejfedual  in  the  cure  of  the  difeafe . 

As  the  preparations  of  mercury  are  ex- 
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ceedingly  numerous,  and  thefe  exhibited  by 
practitioners  with  very  little  regard  to  pre¬ 
ference,  it  (hould  feem,  as  if  the  cure  of  the 
difeafe,  did  not  depend  upon  any  particular 
feleftion.  It  is  fuppofed,  and  perhaps  jullly, 
that  if  mercury  can  be  made  to  enter  the 
fyftem,  it  is  neither  material  by  what  paf- 
fage  or  under  what  particular  form  ;  and  in 
deed,  faCts  have,  in  a  great  meafure,  fhewn, 
that  the  difeafe  may  be  cured,  by  almoft  any 
of  the  preparations  in  common  ufe. 

Mercury  is  compounded  by  triture  with 
honey,  fugar,  mucilages,  and  gums  and  re- 
fms  of  various  kinds  ;  and  thefe  are,  upon 
the  whole,  preferable  to  the  preparations 
made  of  it  by  chemical  procefs.  Of  this 
latter  fort  are  the  various  combinations  with 
the  nitrous,  marine,  vitriolic  and  acetous 
acids.  It  is  alfo  prepared  by  triture  with 
alcaline  earths,  which  form  a  very  eligible 
remedy;  with  fulphur,  in  which  its  fpecific 
qualities  are  in  a  great  meafure,  if  not  total¬ 
ly,  loft  ;  and  laftly,  with  fatty  fubftances,  in 
which  form  it  is  employed  for  external 
friftions. 

Befides  thefe,  there  are  preparations  of 
mercury  per  fe ,  which  are,  I  believe  juftly, 
preferred  by  many  praftitioners.  Mercury 
calcined  by  a  flow  and  long  continued  heat  is? 
of  this  kind  ;  and  it  is  on  that,  on  the  prepa¬ 
ration  by  triture  with  calcareous  earth,  and 
on  the  Ample  preparations  with  faccharine 


OF  MERCURIAL  REMEDIES. 


31 

or  mucilaginous  fubftances,  that  we  ought  to 
place  our  chief  dependance  when  mercury 
is  to  be  taken  internally.  Thefe  are  free 
from  that  immediate  aftivity  which  diftin- 
guilhes  the  combinations  of  mercury  with 
the  various  acids,  and  from  which  nothing 
is  added  to  the  fpecific  excellence  of  the 
remedy,  but  much  to  it’s  power  of  diflurbing 
the  ftomach  and  inteftines. 

The  employment  however  of  mercury  in 
the  marine  acid,  known  by  the  name  of 
Sublimate,  has  had  many  defenders,  and  no 
one  can  hefitate  to  confider  it  as  a  mod  ufe- 
ful  remedy  in  particular  fituations  of  the  Ve¬ 
nereal  Difeafe.  There  is  no  preparation 
whofe  powers,  generally  fpeaking,  more 
effeftually  addrefs  themfelves  to  the  fymp- 
toms  of  the  difeafe;  but  it’s  power  of  dellroy- 
ing  the  virus  in  the  conflitution,  or,  in  other 
language,  of  eradicating  the  difeafe  itfelf, 
have  been  called  in  quefiion  with  very  great 
appearance  of  juftice*. 

The  following  cafe  however  will  {hew* 
that  our  doubts  concerning  it’s  anti-fyphili- 
tic  qualities  fhould  not  obtain  in  all  poffible 
indances ;  and  it  will  at  the  fame  time  evince, 
what  is  the  principle  objefl:  of  this  feSion, 

*  Sir  John  Pringle,  who  had  great  experience  of  this 
remedy,  denied  it’s  power  of  radically  curing  the  lues  ve¬ 
nerea. 
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that  all  the  preparations  of  mercury  are  not 
of  equal  efficacy  in  all  inftaiices. 

An  elderly  gentleman*  very  corpulent* 
and  of  what  is  called  a  fcorbutic  habit*  had 
a  confiderable  fhanker  on  the  edge  of  the 
prepuce.  He  rubbed  in  a  fufficient  quantity 
of  mercurial  ointment  to  produce  a  very 
confiderable  forenefs  in  the  mouth,  which 
was  kept  up  for  near  three  weeks*  at  the  end 
of  which  time  the  fhanker  was  nearly  as  bad 
as  at  firft.  As  he  was  unable  to  endure  the 
forenefs  of  his  mouth  any  longer,  and  was 
compelled  to  take  a  journey  into  the  coun¬ 
try*  I  direfted  him  to  difcontinue  the  mer¬ 
curial  friftions  entirely.  He  returned  at  the 
end  of  a  fortnight*  but  with  the  fhanker  in 
the  fame  hate  as  at  firft,  notwithftanding  the 
topical  ule  of  mercurial  remedies  to  it ;  and 
as  the  inunftions  formerly  ufed  had  had  fo 
little  good  effeft*  he  was  directed  to  take  the 
muriated  mercury  in  fuch  dofes  as  did  not 
difagree  with  the  ftomach.  In  a  week  after 
this  courfe  commenced,  the  flianker  began 
to  heal ;  in  three  weeks,  it  wholly  difappear- 
ed  ;  and,  after  a  little  longer  continuance  of 
the  remedy,  he  was  perfectly  cured. 

This  inftance  is  felefted  out  of  many  that 
might  be  produced,  and  is  preferred  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  ftriking  inequality  which  many 
will  be  difpofed  to  attribute  to  the  powers 
of  the  two  preparations  employed ;  the  mer¬ 
curial  frictions  being  ufually  deemed  the 
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mod,  and  the  nuiriated  mercury  internally 
the  lead  to  be  depended  on,  in  cafes  where 
the  fpecific  aclion  of  mercury,  on  the  condi- 
tution  is  fo  obvioudy  demanded. 

Were  the  different  preparations  of  mercu¬ 
ry  to  be  put  down  in  the  order  of  their 
feveral  merits,  perhaps  the  following  would 
be  a  juft  edimate  of  them  : 

Preparations  of  mercury  by  calcination — 
by  triture  with  alkaline  earths — by  triture 
with  faccharine  or  mucilaginous  fub dances 
— preparations  with  vegetable  acid — preci¬ 
pitate  of  calomel  with  volatile  alkali — mu- 
riated  mercury — calomel*. 

There  is  certainly  no  mode  of  employing 
mercury  equal  to  that  of  rubbing  it  into 
the  Jinn,  but  as  even  that  will  fometimes 
prove  ineffeftual,  we  mud  have  recourfe  to 
fome  one  or  other  of  the  preparations  for 
internal  ufe.  Mercury  will  fometimes, enter 
the  fydem  by  the  abforbents  of  the  alimen¬ 
tary  canal  when  thofe  of  the  fkin  are  dif- 
inclined  to  it’s  reception  ;  and  as  experi¬ 
ence  feems  to  fpeak  in  behalf  of  it’s  mod  un¬ 
combined  and  unaltered  date,  thofe  prepa¬ 
rations  which  confidonly  of  a  minute  divifioa 
of  it’s  parts,  are  certainly  defervlng  of  the 
fird  trial.  Thefe  however  will  occaiionallyr 

*  The  Pharmacopoeia  Chirurgica  lately  publifhed,  in¬ 
cludes  a  mercurial  preparation  of  unufual  activity,  mi-  , 
der  the  name  of  Hydrargyrus  muriatus  fortior. 
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fail,  even  with  the  co-operation  of  other  re¬ 
medies,  and  will  oblige  the  furgeon  to  have 
recourfe  to  other  methods,  as  has  already 
been  obferved. 


Whether  cafes  of  impotence  arc  capable  of 

being  relieved . 

A  fubjedt  very  fcientifically  treated  on  by 
a  late  popular  writer,  is  the  poflibility  ol  a 
failure  in  the  fundlions  of  the  organs  of  ge¬ 
neration,  from  a  want  of  correfponding  im- 
prefiions  on  the  mind. 

This  is  a  circumftance  which  occurs  very 
frequently,  and  many  who  experience  this 
inconvenience,  fuppofe  their  recovery  im- 
poffible  and  abandon  themfelves  to  defpair 
in  confequence  of  their  fuppofed  degrada¬ 
tion  in  the  fcale  of  manhood.  To  fuch,  it 
may  be  of  ufe  to  know,  that  their  cafes  ad¬ 
mit  of  a  remedy,  at  leaf!  in  a  great  majority 
of  inflances,  as  experience  warrants  us  in 
averting. 

When  the  mind  is  chiefly  in  fault,  as  is 
the  cafe  in  mof  inflances,  the  cure  demands 
confiderable  management  on  the  part  of 
the  pradtitioner.  The  patient’s  apprehenfi- 
ons  mull  be  quieted,  his  courage  reftored, 
and  his  thoughts  led  out  of  the  erroneous 
channel  into  which  they  have  fallen.  This 
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plan  does  not  allow  of  any  precife  delinea¬ 
tion,  but  it  is  well  illuftrated  by  Mr.  Hun¬ 
ter’s  account  of  a  gentleman,  who  was  com- 
pleatly  reftored  to  his  cuftomary  powers, 
by  being  merely  enjoined  to  Jleep  by  the 
fide  of  the  lady  with  whom  he  was  ena¬ 
moured,  without  any  attempt  to  enjoy  her. 
This  mental  reftraint  alone,  diffolved  the 
[pell  which  had  occafioned  the  derangement, 
and  all  went  on  again  as  before. 

When  the  organs  themfelves  are  defe&ive 
in  power,  the  cafe  is  to  be  confidered  in  a 
very  different  light,  and  the  cure  to  be  at¬ 
tempted  upon  principles  totally  oppofite. 
Recourfe,  in  fuch  cafes,  muff  undoubtedly 
be  had  to  medicine .  Such  remedies  as  have 
a  tendency  to  ftimulate  either  the  part  im¬ 
mediately  affe&ed,  or  thofe  parts  which  are 
clofely  connefted  with  it  by  fympathy,  muff 
be  employed;  and  fometimes  medicines 
which  ffrengthen  the  whole  fyftem  are  alfo 
requifite.  The  fpecific  aftion  of  canthari- 
des,  is  that  of  ftimulating  the  neck  of  the 
bladder,  with  which  all  the  parts  deftined 
for  coition  have  a  near  connexion  and 
fympathize  in  a  very  high  degree.  Hence 
it  is,  that  that  remedy,  if  ufed  with  judge¬ 
ment  and  great  caution ,  may  be  of  confi- 
derable  fetvice  in  thefe  unfortunate  cafes. 
So  may  bliiters  to  the  perinceum,  eleftri- 
city,  opium,  camphor,  bark,  preparations  of 


PROPHYLACTICS 


3s 

iron,  and  the  cold  bath,  according  to  cir- 
cumftances. 

In  all  cafes  of  impotence  however,  it  is 
of  the  lalt  importance,  to  •  difcriminate 
clearly  between  the  caufes  which  have  gi¬ 
ven  rife  to  it.  Very  fatal  effe&s  may  refult. 
from  the  ufe  of  powerful  ftimulants,  in  ca¬ 
fes  where  the  organs  of  generation  are  not 
in  fault,  whilft  thofe  cafes  which  owe  their 
exigence  to  the  imagination  only,  cannot 
poffibly  be  relieved  by  them. 


Ufe  and  fecurity  of  Prophylaxies. 

In  enquiring  whether  there  is  any  injury 
to  be  apprehended  from  the  ufe  of  prophy¬ 
lactics,  we  are  to  take  for  granted,  that  re¬ 
medies  of  this  kind  really  exilt;  though  in 
the  courfe  of  my  practice,  I  can  take  upon 
upon  me  to  affert,  that  there  is  not  a  fmgle 
advertifed  compound  of  this  fort,  that  has 
not  in  fome  inltance  or  other  proved  a  de¬ 
ception.  However,  whether  remedies  oi 
this  clals  are  or  are  not  to  be  depended  upon 
in  the  way  of  preventing  venereal  infection, 
there  is  a  faft  of  which  all  who  are  credu¬ 
lous  enough  to  employ  them  ought  to  be 
apprifed;  namely,  that  they  deftroy  the  fen - 
Jibility  of  the  parts  to  which  they  are  ap¬ 
plied,  and  by  a  free  repetition,  inevitably 
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produce  effefts  equally  fatal  to  enjoyment 
and  procreation.  From  a  prefent  fecurity 
purchafed  at  fo  dear  a  rate ,  who  is  there 
that  will  not  turn  with  horror  and  repug¬ 
nance  ? 


On  the  formation  and  cure  of  Strictures  in 

the  urethra . 

Whenever  the  urinary  canal  is  conftrifted, 
or  in  any  wife  abridged  by  difeafe  of  it’s 
natural  capacity,  fo  as  to  hinder  the  free 
difcharge  of  urine,  it  is  faid  to  be  affefted 
with  ftrifture.  Correftly  fpeaking  however, 
only  fuch  an  impediment  to  the  paflage  of 
urine  as  is  occafioned  by  fpafm,  by  a  thick¬ 
ened  ftate  of  a  portion  of  the  canal,  or  by  a 
membranous  fubftance  ftretching  acrofs  it, 
and  leaving  only  a  fmall  opening  through 
which  the  bladder  can  be  emptied,  deferves 
that  name.  Other  caufes  tending  to  dimi- 
nifh  the  current  of  the  urine  have  indeed 
been  thus  denominated  by  authors,  but 
they  appear  to  require  a  very  different  ap- 
\  pellation,  and  of  thefe  it  is  not  fo  immedi¬ 
ately  our  intention  to  fpeak. 

As  ft  rift  u  res  are  lo  exceedingly  gradual 
in  their  formation,  and  take  place  without 
pain,  or  indeed  any  fymptom  that  attrafts 
notice,  patients  feldom  lufpeft  their  exif- 
tence,  till  they  find  an  unufual  difficulty  in 
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evacuating  the  bladder  :  or  till,  inltead  of 
a  lull  dream,  the  urine  falls  from  the  ure¬ 
thra  in  irregular  drops,  ilfues  in  a  thread¬ 
like  jet,  or  fpurts  out  in  a  fpiral  direction, 
forking  into  feparate  currents,  whilft,  at  the 
fame  time,  it's  expullion  demands  the  ftrong- 
eft  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  patient. 

Perfons  in  this  fituation,  in  compliance 
with  a  vulgar  prejudice,  very  often  refort 
to  the  ufe  of  diuretic  drinks,  fuch  as  gin 
and  water,  &c.  miftaking -the  difficulty  of 
paffing  the  urine  for  a  defe6l  in  the  fecretion 
of  it ;  and  in  the  ufe  of  thefe  means  they 
are  fomewhat  encouraged,  by  a  degree  of 
prefent  relief  which  they  fometimes  expe¬ 
rience,  from  the  effeft  of  fpirituous  liquors 
in  taking  off  fpafm,  a  caufe  which  interferes, 
more  or  lefs,  with  all  ftriftures  of  the  ure¬ 
thra.  Not  unfrequently  however,  it  hap¬ 
pens,  that  the  bladder  becomes  diftended 
with* water,  and  the  power  of  evacuating  it 
is  no  lefs  deficient  than  at  firft.  In  this 
cafe,  the  patient’s  life  is  endangered  by  the 
fuppreffion,  and  recourfe  is  then,  of  neceffi- 
ty,  had,  to  the  aid  of  the  furgeon,  who, 
perhaps  with  confiderable  difficulty,  pro¬ 
cures  an  outlet  for  the  urine,  by  the  united 
abidance  of  the  warm-bath,  opiate  glyfters, 
and  the  catheter. 

When  the  urethra  is  examined  in  any  of 
thefe  cafes,  it  generally  turns  out,  that  a 
bougie,  even  of  a  fmall  fize,  cannot  be 
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palled  into  the  bladder.  The  canal  is  per¬ 
haps  conflicted  in  more  places  than  one, 
and  fo  intercepted  and  changed  from  it’s 
ufual  ftraight  line,  that  it’s  courfe  cannot  be 
traced  by  an  inftrument  of  a  degree  of 
flexibility  fo  limited  as  the  bougie  necef- 
farily  is., 

The  common,  perhaps  the  only  caufe,  of 
ftri£ture,  is  inflammation.  It  is  the  un¬ 
doubted  caufe  at  leaf!  ol  a  great  proportion 
of  cafes  of  this  fort ;  nor  is  it  at  all  beyond 
difpute,  that  even  thofe  llriftures  which  are 
reckoned  fpafmodic,  do  not  originate  in  fome 
difeafed  alteration  of  the  part  from  inflam¬ 
mation. 

On  this  account  it  is,  that  ftriclures  moll 
frequently  happen  to  perfons  who  have  had 
a  fucceflion  of  venereal  gonorrhoeas,  or  to 
thofe,  who,  for  the  fake  ol  an  expeditious 
cure,  have  rafhly  had  recourfe  to  violent 
injeftions,  faid  to  polfefs  the  property  of 
curing  in  a  few  days  by  exciting  a  new 
and  more  powerful  aftion  than  that  of  the 
difeafe,  and  which,  in  moll  cafes,  gratify 
the  impatience  of  the  party,  at  the  expence 
of  his  future  health. 

On  the  other  hand,  in  juftice  to  the  mode 
of  treating  gonorrhoeas  by  injection,  it 
Ihould  be  remarked,  that  more  mifchief  is 
certainly  done  to  the  urethra  by  a  protract¬ 
ed  gonorrhoea,  the  cure  of  which  is  fruit- 
lefsly  attempted  by  a  courfe  of  internal  re. 
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medies,  than  can  poflibly  refult  from  a  fair 
and  prudent  ufe  of  lotions  to  the  part.  In 
fa6t,  it  muff  be  admitted,  that  whatever  in- 
creafes  inflammation  in  the  urethra,  increa- 
fes  the  chance  of  future  mifchief ;  and  that, 
whatever  diminifhes  it’s  violence,  or  fliort- 
ens  it’s  duration,  will,  of  necefiity,  render 
fuch  confequences  lefs  probable. 

•Though  ulcers  feldom  are  formed  in  the 
urethra  on  any  occafion,  we  know,  that  in 
particular  parts  of  it,  and  more  efpecially 
that  where  the  orifices  of  the  dufts  open  for 
the  conveyance  of  the  femen,  fuch  a  difeafed 
alteration  is  produced  in  it's  mucous  cover¬ 
ing,  as  approaches  nearly  to  that  effefl. 
Hence,  ftridtures  of  this  part,  and  fuch  as, 
in  general,  admit  only  of  a  palliative  cure  are 
exceedingly  liable  to  occur;  and  from  hence, 
not  unfrequentlv  arife,  flefhy  projeffions, 
of  which  no  precife  judgment  can  be  form¬ 
ed  by  examination  with  the  bougie. 

The  fimple  or  membranous  ftridture, 
which  is  the  mofi.  cafy  of  cure,  very  proba¬ 
bly  arifes  from  a  partial  adhefion  of  that  par¬ 
ticular  portion  or  point  of  the  urethra 
where  inflammation  has  exifted  in  the  great  - 
eft  degree.  The  parts  though  returning  to 
their  ordinary  fituation  by  the  diftention 
which  the  evacuation  of  urine  mud  occafion, 
draw  out  or  elongate  that  portion  where  the 
attachment  is  rnoft  immediately  formed,  and 
hence  a  membranous  band  is  flretched  acrofs 
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tlie  canal,  and  the  patient  voids  his  urine 
in  the  manner  already  defcribed. 

That  ftricture,  which  is  the  effeft  of  a 
thickened  ftate  of  a  part  of  the  urethra, 
which,  as  it  were,  furrounds  it,  and  which 
extends  fome  little  way  both  above  and 
below  the  immediate  point  of  anguftation, 
is  confiderably  more  difficult  of  cure,  fince 
mere  dilatation,  the  general  remedy  in  thefe 
difeafes,  does  not  feem  capable  of  accom- 
plifhing  all  that  is  required. 

In  that  kind  of  fhifture  which  is  fuppofed 
to  be  purely  the  confequence  of  fpafm,  there 
is  ftill  more  uncertainty  than  in  either  of 
the  foregoing.  It  is  to  be  remarked  indeed, 
that  few  if  any  cafes  exift,  where  fpafm  is 
not  more  or  lefs  concerned,  and  where,  by 
being  fuperadded  to  the  other  fymptoms, 
a  total  fuppreffion  of  urine  is  not  liable  to 
be  occafioned,  even  in  cafes  where  the  urine 
has  before  flowed  without  any  extraordina¬ 
ry  difficulty. 

An  enlarged  ftate  of  the  proftate  gland, 
which  fo  commonly  proves  an  obftacle  to 
the  free  paffage  of  urine,  cannot  properly 
be  confidered  as  ftricture,  nor  indeed  fome 
other  complaints  to  which  authors  have 
chofen  to  give  that  appellation.  For  thefe 
reafons,  their  particular  mention  here  fhall 
give  place  to  a  ffiort  account  of  the  mode 
of  relief  employed  in  thefe  cafes. 
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The  only  affiftance  that  can  be  afforded 
to  patients  affeCted  with  the  difeafe  we  have 
been  defcribing,  arifes  from  a  judicious  ap¬ 
plication  of  the  bougie,  an  inllrument  of  great 
importance,  and  the  improvement  of  which 
has  occupied  the  attention  of  furgeons  for 
at  lead  half  a  century. 

Bougies  are  formed  of  narrow  flips  of 
thin  linen,  which,  after  being  equally  dip¬ 
ped  into  a  eompofition  of  melted  plafler, 
are  firmly  folded  up,  and  afterwards  rolled 
on  a  marble  flab,  till  their  furfaee  is  per¬ 
fectly  uniform.  When  finifhed,  they  ought 
to  be  fmooth  and  fupple,  and  yet  of  fuffici- 
ent  firmnefs  to  admit  of  being  pretty  ftrong- 
lv  urged,  by  the  hand  of  the  furgeon,  with¬ 
out  bending  or  twilling  in  the  paffage. 
Their  fhape  fhould  be  nearly  equal  through 
their  whole  length,  except  towards  the 
point,  which  fhould  taper  very  gradually  for 
about  the  length  of  an  inch. 

But  befides  thefe,  which  are  Ample  in  their 
eompofition,  and  defigned  to  a£t  mechani¬ 
cally,  as  a  fort  of  wedge  to  dilate  the  ffric- 
tured  part,  fome  have  been  invented  whofe 
qualities  are  fo  contrived,  as  to  act  on 
the  difeafe  itfelf  independent  of  dilatation. 
Some  are  of  a  mercurial  eompofition,  but 
they  are  moft  commonly  made  of  cauftic 
or  efcharotic  materials,  that  portion  at  leaft 
which  is  defigned  to  come  in  contaCi  with 
the  ftri&ure.  But  thefe  medicated  bougies 
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as  they  are  called,  after  long  and  various 
trials,  have  defervedly  loft  their  reputation. 
The  late  Mr.  Hunter  indeed,  taking  up  this 
idea  in  a  more  fcientific  way,  propofed  and 
praCtifed  a  mode  of  deft  roving  ftriCiures  by 
means  of  a  cauftic,  palled  down  to  the  part 
through  a  tube  of  metal. 

When  the  common  bougie  is  employed, 
it  is  chofen  of  fuch  a  ftze  as  can  be  pafled 
through  the  ftriCfure,  fo  as  to  put  it  mo¬ 
derately  upon  the  ftretch.  More  than  this 
however,  far  from  facilitating,  retards  the 
cure,  and  by  irritating,  induces  fpafm,  a 
difpofition  too  liable,  as  has  been  obferved, 
to  occur  fpontaneouily.  For  the  lame  rea- 
fon,  the  time  of  retaining  the  bougie  fhould 
alfo  be  carefully  regulated.  From  one  or 
two  to  fix  hours  in  a  day  have  been  direct¬ 
ed  by  fome  practitioners ;  whilft others,  from 
an  apprehenfion  that  its  being  retained  for 
lo  long  a  time,  is  apt- to  weaken  the  pow¬ 
ers  of  the  accelerators  urinae  and  to  occa- 
fion  fpafm,  have  only  employed  them  for 
the  fame  number  of  minutes. 

Perhaps  however,  we  ought  to  condemn 
both  thefe  extremes,  and  to  adopt  a  middle 
courfe,  ohferving  more  caution  where  the 
difpofition  to  fpafm  is  molt  prevalent,  and 
continuing  the  dilatation  with  lefs  referve, 
where  that  is  not  the  cafe.  Nothing  indeed 
'can  direCt  us  with  more  certainty,  than  the 
feelings  of  the  patient  himfelf,  who  fhould. 
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on  no  account,  be  allowed  to  wear  a  bou¬ 
gie  longer  at  each  introduftion,  than  can  be 
done  without  local  uneafmefs.  From  a 
miftaken  motive  of  haftening  their  recove¬ 
ry,  natients  will  often  profefs  to  difregard 
thefe  fenfations,  but  it  is  of  confequence 
that  they  ihould  know,  how  diametrically 
oppofite  this  in  fad  is,  to  their  views  of  a 
fpeedy  cure. 

The  late  Mr.  Samuel  Sharp,  who  was  the  « 
only  writer  of  his  time  that  treated  this  fub- 
ject  in  a  fcientific  way,  proceeded  upon  an 
idea  which  very  much  favoured  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  fuffering  the  bougie  to  be  long 
retained.  He  conceived  the  cure  to  be 
brought  about  by  a  flip  pur  at  ive  procefs, 
excited  in  the  firifture,  either  from  the 
ftrong  prelfure  ol  the  bougie  as  a  mechani¬ 
cal  body,  or  from  the  ftimulating  materials 
with  which  it  was  coated.  "1  his  indeed, 
though  comidered  as  generally  applicable 
to  cafes  of  ftrifture,  was  fuppofed  to  be 
more  immediately  adapted  to  the  removal 
of  caruncles  or  flefhy  warts  (hooting  from 
the  Tides  of  the  urethra  ;  but  in  fa£l,  the  ex¬ 
igence  of  thefe  has  never  yet  been  demoil- 
firated  by  anatomihs.  Agreeably  to  this 
fuppofition  however,  he  (peaks  or  perfons 
under  his  care,  who  “  wore  the  bougie 
almoft  the  whole  time,  night  and  day, 
without  intermijfon,  as  ^  they  withdrew 
one  introducing  another f  And  this  he 

confiders  as  highly  advifable,  provided  too 
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much  ftimulus  is  not  produced;  for,  fays  he, 

the  more  fuppuration  is  procured,  and 
the  longer  the  urethra  is  kept  diftended, 
the  more  likely  it  is  that  the  cure  will  be 
radical.'5  To  this  doftrine,  I  can  only  fay, 
that  my  own  experience  will  not  allow  of 
my  alfent;  for  though  the  effect  of  Jlrong 
prefiure  from  a  bougie,  is  naturally  that  ol 
producing  ulceration,  I  do  not  apprehend, 
that  we  ought,  in  any  inftance,  to  attempt 
the  cure  by  fo  violent  a  diftenlion  of  the 
ftridtured  part  as  that  method  mud  necef- 
farily  require.  Many  writers  indeed  have 
included  ulceration  among  the  caufes  of 
ftrifture,  and  we  certainly  know,  that  the 
formation  of  a  cicatrix ,  does  tend  to  cor¬ 
rugate,  or  Jhrivel  up  the  furface  on  which  it 
is  produced. 

As  to  the  probability  of  a  permanent 
cure  and  the  length  of  time  neceffary  for 
effecting  it,  both  fubjefts  that  very  nearly 
intereft  the  patient,  little  of  a  politive  na¬ 
ture  can,  or  ought  to  be,  advanced.  Though 
many  cafes  of  ftrifture  certainly  admit  of  a 
radical  cure,  there  are  a  great  proportion 
alfo  that  can  only  be  relieved,  and  that  re¬ 
quire  a  regular  attention  during  the  whole 
life  of  the  patient.  Mr.  Hunter  indeed  al¬ 
ledges,  that  a  ftridture  is  fcarcely  ever  re¬ 
moved  fo  as  never  to  recur;  yet  I  cannot 
but  confider  this  as  too  hafty  a  decifion, 
having  myfelf  been  concerned  in  the  treat- 
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merit  of  many  that  have  remained  perfectly 
well.' 

Before  we  venture  indeed  to  give  an  opi¬ 
nion,  the  fituation  of  the  ftriflure,  it’s  nature, 
the  caufe  which  produced  and  the  term  of 
it's  continuance,  the  patient’s  habit  of  body, 
and  his  cullomary  modes  of  living,  &c.  are 
to  be  taken  into  the  account ;  and  even 
with  all  thefe  in  our  favour,  it  behoves  us 
to  be  very  fparing  of  our  promifes  as  to  a 
favourable  iffue.  Perfons  however  who 
labour  under  this  ferious  complaint,  will 
not  be  fatisfied  without  fome  prognofis  or 
other;  and  to  fuch  we  can  only  fay,  that 
the  common  periods  within  which  a  cure 
is  ufually  performed,  when  it  can  be  elfeft- 
ed  at  all,  are  from  two  to  fix  months ;  but 
in  many  cafes,  the  bougie  is  required  for  a 
much  longer  time. 

If  fl;ri£tures  exift  and  this  remedy  is  not 
had  recourfe  to,  inflammation  and  hardnefs 
of  a  portion  of  the  urethra,  terminating  in 
an  abfcefs  and  one  or  more  fiftulous  open¬ 
ings  through  it’s  fubftance,  through  the 
perinaeum,  and  even  through  the  fcrotum, 
is  the  infallible  confequence.  Thefe  how¬ 
ever  can  only  arife  from  a  blamable  inat¬ 
tention  on  the  part  of  the  patient,  com¬ 
plaints  of  this  nature  undoubtedly  admit¬ 
ting,  in  every  inftance,  of  confiderable  telief, 
and,  in  many,  of  a  perfeft  cure. 

THE  END. 
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